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Field Dressing

With dewer on its back make: a shallow cut
through e skin just below thie breastbone. Maka
spire Hank voan start your cut well away from the
brisket allowing plenty of uncut skin for vour
shoulder mount. Insert b fngers of the free hand,
cradiing the bladd, to hisld Hhe skin up and away
froan the entrails {Figure A)

Cul straight dowe the belly amd around the genitals,
seprarating bul noet severing them from the alydomi-
nal wall. St the belly skin all the way o pelvic
b {Figaare B,

A

Cut deeply around the rectum, being canesful mol to
curt off or puncturne the intestine. Pull to make sure
the rectum is separated Trom tissue commecting it o
thiz pﬂvg._- canal, Pull the rectum out and Be skring
tightly arcumnd it ke prevent drsppings froum tomach-
ing the meat. Lift the animal’s back quarter a bit,
seach into the front of the pelvic canal, and puil the
intesting and comrsected mectum into the stomach
AT

IF vou want o make @ full shoulder mount, do not
cut open the chest cavity, Cat the disphragm away
from thie rits all the way to the backbone are.
Keach into the forward chest cavity, tined the esopha-
s ansd windpipe, cut them off as far up as possible
(Figore O, andd pull thesm

down through the chwest

Eoll the deer onto ik side, [
grab the esophagus with one

hand and the rectum Simtes-

i with the other. Pull hard.

Thue dlewer s internal organs

weill cowmee oul in one big

package with a minimum of

LS,

Caping. the process of skinning ot a tro-

phy amimal, is best left e the taxldermisi.

Thesr experience skinning, capeciaily the
diedieibe nese, mouth, eves; and ears is mvaluabile
bossard producing a quality mounl Damage toa hide
i costly o mepain Some ypes of dsmage simply can
nixt b “fiwed” by ibwe baxidermist

Caping for a Shoulder Mount

1. With a sharp knile slit the hide cie
cling the body behisd the shouilder o
aggrnsimately the misd-way point of the nib
cage behind the Fromi begs, Slik the =kin
ansiarad the ||.'g'\-\. just abowas Thet knees. An
acdditional slit will be nesded from the back
uf the leg and joining the Body cui behind
thie lisgs (Tiguere 24 and 2H).

2 Pogl the skin forward up s the eaes and jaw
vaposing the hewed fneck junctsan, Cut ko
b vk approslmaledy thaee inches dinan
trewm this juncin. Cirche the neck cubling
b b0 Ehe spinal column, After this cut s
-.'uu'.ph'l-e'. ¥Easp the antler bases ard hwist
e bt ol the ek, This shoald adlosy e
hide by b rolbed up and put in a frecger
kil eransperied b e asiderisg, These
et =honld allow nmpf-' hide For Hhay s
dherinzsd by work wilt in rmamanting,
Rememiber, The toxldiermist oo cul ofl
excess de but e can’™t add what be diows-
'l e,

Mamy trophies are raied in thie first few bowrs after
death. As soom as the animal dics, bacteria begins o
attack the carcoss, YWarm, humid weather acceleratos
bacteria growth, In remite areas, or arcas mol near
your baxidermist, a competent person may be
required b cape out the hide imonder ts preseryvee i,
Every taxidermist has o preferred metusd of caping
hivde, Contact your taxidermist prioe o your hunt in
order 10 get instructions on their CAPIME Pojuriris
ments, Hiwever, the following fechnigues are gener-
.||:_'5.' acceptable

" skinning Life-Size Big Game

Phatre ane P miaos methods of siinning lor a largf
lite-size mownd such as decr, @k or bear, Thise moth-
vads e thee flat inciston and the doesal method,

The Flal Incision

Fhue tlaf incision is wsed for rug mounts and for g
variety of poses, The aneas b be cut ane shown in
Figure 1. Make these slits foutting the feel free from
the carcass] and pull the skin off the corcass. The
headd i detached as with the shoulder mont,

Flat Incision lllusiration

-]

Mg When el dressiegg a tophy o be mount
o, Son T ok ide the beiskel tobwsllor vk ares
13 k] gute om bhe hicle o by wonmibend, wasih ol
il v ln iy prwesler as soon as possibibe. Alsa,
avidel dragping the deor vl of 1he woods sith g
Turpw B 1 e 4 bl mackes e, s 4 ay bt lior.
Phee oty s b, oo a Bpoiken: Breaguedn Prome g dlel-
Tafl com eraly damagze e fier ar purctire BT
hade, 11 yon do pweed o afrag it ot weith a rope,
atiacly thes pogee b base of dle amlees avad drag
Vonik broplw canctully

F
Wote: i you can'l take e W e |;.:.-1:ﬁ'::x
your hide Immedisbeky VAT LS | ﬁ' L
to a taxsdermist, freeze ST AT T, Figure 2B
it 1o your taxidermists | ,_F-" —— Y5 A
specifications, J_ ; [ 7 ;
.=y Figure 1 |
e S et | ral
L, 1 Figure 2A iy i
The Dorsal Method I il
The dorsal method of skinning involves a long =l 1
down the hack (from the tail base up into the neck), i
Ther carcass is skinned as (s pulled through this i,
indision. The feed fhooves and the head ane cut off B e &ﬁ ) 1
Frovm the carcass as with a showlder moant explained ) '

% . S
lnbier, Unly ase this mesthod with approval and o i o P = wﬂdm
s el

detailed instraction from vour taxidermis, Dse this R
method only when the skin can be froeen 1.|||.i-'.'|qf\. i "‘,_ [ Cut approsimatety 3 inch-
after skinning. |\, Figure 3 % dovm

Note: Because of the various diseases that wild game can iransmil 10 humans, always use exireme cadtion when handling the carcass.

Use rubsber or latex gloves and thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water after handling.



